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Neil Kornze was confirmed by the U.S. Senate as the Director of the Bureau of Land 

Management on April 8, 2014. Prior to assuming the role of Director, Kornze served the agency 

in a number of capacities, including as Principal Deputy Director, Acting Deputy Director, and 

Senior Advisor. 

Kornze now oversees the nation’s largest natural resources organization, with responsibility for 

more than ten percent of the land in the United States and one-third of the country’s minerals. 

The Bureau of Land Management has nearly 10,000 employees and an annual budget of $1.3 

billion. 

Under his leadership, the agency has undertaken major reforms of the nation’s energy programs. 

Substantial updates to the federal oil and gas program have been made, and a three-year, top-to-

bottom review of the federal coal program was launched in early 2016. Kornze also played a key 

role in the development of the Western Solar Plan, which has helped guide the agency’s approval 

of more than 15,000 megawatts of clean energy production, which is enough to power 5 million 

homes. 

Kornze has been a leader on major conservation efforts including the creation of the west-wide 

plan to protect the Greater Sage Grouse. He has also raised awareness of the National 

Conservation Lands, the nation’s newest and wildest system of protected areas that include 9 

new national monuments designated by President Barack Obama. 

Kornze emphasizes the agency’s twin missions – multiple use and sustained yield – and the 

importance of making balanced and forward-looking natural resource decisions. He also 

highlights that the agency’s success is rooted in finding practical local solutions, while also 

ensuring that programs are operating at a similar level of excellence nationwide. 

Before coming to the Bureau of Land Management, Kornze worked as a Senior Advisor to U.S. 

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid of Nevada. Kornze has also served as an international 

election observer in Macedonia, the Ukraine, and Georgia. He earned a bachelor’s degree in 

Politics from Whitman College in Walla Walla, Washington and a master’s degree in 

International Relations from the London School of Economics. 
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